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Dear PCJH Family, 
 
Happy New Year!  I pray that 2016 will be a year 
of harvest as we welcome new people into the 
life of the church and introduce them to Jesus.  
After all, it is Jesus who makes all things new.  
May 2016 be a year of new beginnings and new 
life! 
 
Do you have friends, family members or  
coworkers who donõt know Jesus?  Have you ever 
wondered if there was something you could do to 
encourage that person to experience Godõs life 
transforming love in Christ?  Wellé there is 
definitely something you can do!  You can share 
your own personal story of how God has  
impacted your life.  Sharing our stories is  
probably the most effective way of sharing the 
good news of Godõs love in Christ. 
 
A passage of Scripture that has helped me  
understand our responsibility as Christians in 
sharing the good news comes from 1 Peter 3:15é 
 
òBut in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.   
Always be prepared to give an answer to  

everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have.  But do this with  

gentleness and respect.ó 
 
The first and most important part of sharing 
the good news is making sure that you have good 
news to share in the first placeé that comes 
from having a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ as Lord of your life.  When you have an 
authentic relationship with God, people notice 
and they start asking you questions.  They  
become curious as to the hope that you have and 
your perspective on life and death and the world 
to come. 
 
Peter says that we should always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have.  Are you  
prepared to answer peopleõs questions about 
your faith and your relationship with Christ?  If 
not, I have even more good news for you!  
 
PCJH will be hosting a workshop on Friday  
evening, January 29th and Saturday, January 
30th.  We have a special guest, Rev. Dr. Ray 
Jones, from the PC(USA) Office of Evangelism 
coming out to lead the workshop.  Ray is a  
phenomenal pastor who will help us to find new 
ways to engage our community and our church 
with the purpose of sharing Godõs good news in 
Jesus Christ. 

The workshop is called Engage and it has been 
well received throughout the denomination and 
other Wyoming churches in our Presbytery.  
One of the things I love about Engage is that 
it fulfills that last part of 1 Peter 3:15é with 
gentleness and respect.  We all have had  
experiences with Christians who have been 
rude and forceful in their sharing of the good 
news.  The Engage curriculum is an effective 
evangelism training that will help you to be 
prepared to share Godõs great news with  
gentleness and respect. 
 
As you probably already know, the Christian 
faith is declining in the United States.  I think 
part of the reason for this is that we donõt 
know how to share our faith.  When was the 
last time you shared your faith with someone?  
When was the last time we had an adult  
baptism at PCJH?  How will we continue to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ if we donõt first 
share our stories of good news? 
 
We are only one generation away from people 
not knowing Christ.  In the Old Testament 
book of Judges, we see the negative impact 
when a generation of people donõt know Godé 
 
òAfter that whole generation had been  

gathered to their fathers, another generation 
grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what 
he had done for Israel.  Then the Israelites 
did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served 

other gods.ó ðJudges 2:10-11 
 
I pray that you sense the importance of  
sharing our faith with others.  In fact, it is 
part of our PCJH mission statement: Passing 
on the Faith!  Letõs get together on January 
29th-30th to learn more and get equipped for 
sharing Godõs amazing love with others. 
 
Check out more information about Engage at 
www.pcusa.org/engage.  Please contact 
Katie Robertson at katierobertson@live.com 
for more information about the event and to 
volunteer.  I hope you mark your calendars and 
engage your faith on January 29th and 30th.   
Letõs continue to be a church that is engaged 
with God and with our community!  Letõs bring 
in new life to our church in 2016 by sharing 
Godõs love in Christ Jesus. 
 
 Faithfully, 

~Pastor Ben 
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Confirmation Class  
with Pastor Ben 
Starts Sunday,  
January 24th  

9:00am - 10:00am  
Until Sunday, March 
27th (Easter).   

 
8th graders to  
12th graders  

are able to sign-up.  
        

Jordan T. Shive 
   PCJH Children, Youth  
And Family Ministries 
 (307) 739-9591 

  
 
 
 
 

Please call the office if you are able 
to help with phone coverage  

January 25ñFebruary 5, 2016, while  
Lindsey Parr is in Kenya  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCJH is excited to host the upcoming Engage Conference provided by Presbyterian Church 
(USA) which presents a new evangelism approach to help churches become relevant again. As 
congregations using Engage learn how to share their story and faith journey, they attract    
people to join them in following Jesusñ in Godõs mission of transformation in neighborhoods 
and communities.  The conference will cover topics to equip us to give our testimony of Godõs 
work in our lives and organically discuss our transformation through Godõs love.                                                                                                      

Who? Members, Regular Attenders and Leaders of PCJH, Other Christian Churches from the 
Jackson Hole area and surrounding area.  All are welcome!                                                                                                              

What?  We will gather to grow in knowledge about evangelism.  We will brainstorm and come up 
with real solutions.  We will learn tools to share our faith.  We will have group discussions to 
share our experiences, perspectives and ideas.                                                                                                                                                

When?  Friday, January 29th 5:30pm ð 8:30pm.  Saturday, January 30th 8:30am ð 4:30pm.  
Both days will have the first 30 minutes dedicated to snacks, fellowship and/or                   
registration.  Then we will move into worship and the message.                                                                                                                                                         

Where?  The Engage Conference will be at PCJH, and in the main sanctuary.                                                    

Why?  PCJH had a long-term planning discussion during our church retreat a little over a year 
ago and we related how hard it can be to talk about our faith.  We believe the church is called 
to Go into the world to make a    difference and therefore evangelism is an important piece 
of our Christian walk and our mission to Gather, Grow and GO!  Also, Jesus tells us we are to go 
and make disciples.  Some are called to travel around the world to do this as missionaries but 
all of us are called to speak to the immediate world around us about Christõs redeeming love.                                                                                                            

How?  Leaders and teams will work together to make this happen                                                                   
through the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit!                                                                                                                             

Event Cost?  $20  Register online! 



ASCENT - Ascent is a tight-knit but welcoming group.  Life as a younger adult in Jackson 

can often be hectic and fluid, with people moving in and out of multiple jobs, changing 

homes as  demanded by roommates and housing prices, and otherwise shifting life  

situations.  Itõs a  simultaneously exciting and unsettled life, and Ascent seeks to be a 

place to connect with   other people going through similar life stages.   

 

Every Thursday night a group of 20-and-30-somethings gather in the Matthew Room to 

share in fellowship and study of Godõs Word.  Jordan Shive leads them in worship through 

song and Grant Wright in Bible study.  The group is following along with the Story  

curriculum. 
 

Known as Koinonia in days of yore, this merry band also meets regularly outside of Ascent 

proper, providing a unique social environment for its members.  After-Ascent hangouts,     

weekend potlucks, group movies and outings are all parts of the social life of Ascent.  Ski 

trips as the winter continues are planned!  Come and join us as we seek to find Christ as 

the stable center of our chaotic lives. 
 

 
WEDNESDAY AFTER-SCHOOL - Wednesday Nights see the 
entire church in frantic action; Wednesday Night Dinners,  
classes, youth group, and, most energized of all, Wednesday  
After-School.  Starting at school dismissal (as early as 1:00 pm) 
and running until Wednesday Night Dinner at 6:00 pm, the  
program is hours of learning as well as structured and  
unstructured play.  50 kids are currently registered, with more 
being added for the spring.  The kids break up into classes to eat 
snacks, do walks, play games, work on homework, do crafts, and 
read Bible stories (following the Story curriculum), having new 
adventures every week. 
 
The program relies upon both volunteers and church staff, all of 

whom exude enthusiasm and a sense of mission.  They speak of it as a òhighlight of the weekó and 
of the how they love òworking with the kids.  Jordan Shive, the Coordinator of the Wednesday 
After-School program, speaks movingly about how grateful he is to have a chance to provide a 
service to families and be involved in the spiritual development and growth of children, in  
partnership with parents.  He is excited about the prospects for the programõs growth and  
development, as this popular and much needed ministry looks toward the future.   
 

For more information, contact Jordan Schive,  
307-734-0388 ext. 121 or by email at jshive@pcjh.org. 
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ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛŜǊϥǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ п- рΥол ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻǳǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ƻŦ ϦǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊϦ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ ! ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 

 
²ŜŜƪƭȅ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎƪƛ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ  ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘϥǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
ǿŜŜƪϥǎ ǎƪƛΦ !ƭƭ ƻǳǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ Ϫ ¢ǳǊǇƛƴ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘϪ ²ƘƛǘŜ tƛƴŜǎ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ƛƴ tƛƴŜŘŀƭŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ 
ƎǊƻƻƳŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎΦ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻƻ - ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΧƧǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƭƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƊŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  !ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ  ¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΗ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪϥǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƎƻƻŘΣ  
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƴŜ ŀǘ ƧǳƴŜƴȅǎǘǊƻƳϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 5ŜōōƛŜ Ϫ тоо-фолл ƻǊ WǳƴŜ Ϫ тоо-лммт 
 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ  ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜōΦ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 
 

Hope you can join us for any or all of these exciting happenings and pray for good 
snow!     Debbie and June 

WŀƴΦ о -  WŜƴƴȅ [ŀƪŜκ [ǳŎŀǎ ŎŀōƛƴǎΦ  aŜŜǘ Ϫ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ bΦ /ŀŎƘŜΦ   
 Iƻǎǘ - 5ŜōōƛŜ {ŎƘƭƛƴƎŜǊϥǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΦ 
WŀƴΦмл -  ²ƘƛǘŜƎǊŀǎǎ wŀƴŎƘ ǘƻ ŎŀōƛƴǎΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  Iƻǎǘ  {ŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ .ȅǊƴŜ 
WŀƴΦ мт -  tƛƴŜǎ bƻǊŘƛŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  aŜŜǘ ϪCƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ IƻǎǘτDƭƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ wƻǎǎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǎ Φ 
WŀƴΦ нп -  DŀƳŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ aŜŜǘ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ Iƻǎǘ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ {ǾŜƴŘǎŜƴϥǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ tŀǊƪ Φ 
WŀƴΦ ом -  {ƘŀŘƻǿ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ Iƻǎǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
 
CŜōΦ т -  tƘŜƭǇǎ [ŀƪŜΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ Iƻǎǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
CŜōΦ мп -  ¢ǿƻ hŎŜŀƴ [ŀƪŜΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ Iƻǎǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
ϝ{ŀǘΦ CŜōΦ нлǘƘΦ -  ¢ǳǊǇƛƴ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ ϪaŜŜǘ ŀǘ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ Iƻǎǘ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ Wŀƴ {ŜƎŜǊǎǘǊƻƳϥǎ ƛƴ aƻǊŀƴ 
ϝ{ŀǘΦ CŜōΦ нт ϧ ну -  ²ƘƛǘŜ tƛƴŜǎ {ƪƛ !ǊŜŀΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ǿŀƴ Řƻǿƴ  
 ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅ ǎƪƛ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΦ 
 
ϝ{ŀǘΦ aŀǊŎƘ р -  !ƭǘŀ ¢ǊŀŎƪǎΦ aŜŜǘ Ϫ IǳƴƎǊȅ WŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΦ Iƻǎǘ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŘȅ ²ŜōŜǊ ƛƴ 5ǊƛƎƎǎΦ 



 
Happy New Year!!!!  We ended 2015 with our annual Little Lambs  

Christmas Concert.  Also, we constructed a giant gingerbread house, made 
gingerbread and sang to the residents at Morning Star.  It was a month full 
of celebration and joy.  This month we will be learning all about Awesome 
Animals and doing some fun hibernation activities.  We look forward to 

playing in the snow and enjoying Godôs creation. 
Our memory verse this month is, ñWith God all things are possible.ò   

Matthew 19:26  What a great reminder to start 2016.   
Many Blessings- 

Miss Effie & The Little Lambs Team 


