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WOW we are truly blessed in HIS Kitchen! Thank you so much Brooks for your leadership and never-

ending enthusiasm to serve! 

  

It was such a beautiful evening to provide a true Thanksgiving Feast for over 200 people. I am so excited 

to serve alongside each and every one of you in HIS Kitchen. HIS love shines brightly in each of you - 

what a great testament to what you do and why you do it. I absolutely love to see everyone on Wednesday 

nights - I am so Thankful to be a small part of this big Mission. Cooks, set-up, clean-up and everyone in 

between (including our "cheerleaders" throughout the day - Paul, Ben, Becky and Cindy Z.) make each 

and every Wednesday night a true blessing to all. For those of you who were already traveling for the holi-

days, we missed you, but certainly felt your presence. It is not about being there every week physically, 

but being there for the Mission in prayer as well...because we all know that often times it is some type of 

divine intervention that gets the meal on the table @ 6 :15       Many Blessings ~ Michele 

 

DECEMBER  

DINNERS  

TO BE HELD 

on  

THE  

7th and 14th 



Howdy Everyone.   

 

Christmas is that time of year when we brighten the cold 

and darker days with bright and colorful lights, when we 

enliven dark evergreen branches with beautiful, shiny 

decorations, when we resurrect relationships we let slip or 

hearts that we have hurt with gifts of renewing love or 

notes of caring, when we lift our sagging winter souls by 

singing joyful songs of the coming of our Lord.  Christmas 

is the season when we remember that God loved the world 

so much that God became one of us to shine the light of 

love and grace into a world filled with the darkness of ha-

tred, fear, and aloneness. 

 

This need for light being brought into the darkness is high-

lighted in the familiar Christmas text from Isaiah 9:2: 

 

“The People walking in darkness have seen a great 

light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

a light has dawned.”   

 

The time to which the prophet Isaiah wrote was filled with 

impending doom.  He wrote to the 10 northern tribes in 

what had become known as Israel (the southern tribes were 

Judah).  There had not been one good and godly king since 

the death of Solomon (over a century and a half before).  

God‟s judgment was coming and it wasn‟t going to be 

pretty.  The Assyrian war machine was growing in power 

and scope and Israel was a pawn in their way, a convenient 

stepping stone to the southern powerhouse, Egypt.  Dark-

ness. 

 

The days at the coming of Jesus were dark days as well.  

The Romans had created an “Occupy Israel” movement 

and had won.  The new power had military forces to keep 

the natives under control and economic forces to collect 

the taxes that would keep their political power in place.  

The once proud people were wounded and they looked for 

a deliverer from their darkness.  They looked for a “Great 

Light.” 

 

How powerful it must have been to those of his time when 

Jesus declared: “I am the light of the world.  Whoever fol-

lows me will never walk in darkness (even in the midst 

of military occupation) but will have the light of 

life.”  (John 8:12)  My guess is that most folks who 

heard those words thought their political deliverer had 

come, that Jesus was going to step up to the plate, organ-

ize the people, and drive the Romans from the homeland.  

Israel would once again be an independent, free, sover-

eign state.   

 

As we come to the end of this year I observe that inde-

pendent, free, and sovereign states provide no guarantee 

that we are or will walk in the light.  In our freedom we 

can look around us and see many who are living with 

 

Financial fear …. darkness 

Political polarization …. darkness 

Relational strife … darkness 

Sexual confusion … darkness 

Private lives Publicized … darkness 

Innocence lost … darkness 

Greed … darkness 

Lust … darkness 

Power … darkness 

Lying … darkness ….. 

   

Living in freedom where we can pursue “Life, Liberty, 

and the Pursuit of Happiness” does not necessarily guar-

antee that we will be walking in the light.  Jesus said, “If 

the son makes you free, you will be free indeed” John 

8:36.   

 

During times of darkness we need to walk with and in 

Jesus Christ who is the light.  As we walk with him we 

need to always remember that he also told his disciples 

that “You are the light of the world.”  We who walk in 

the light need to reflect that light through word and deed 

for there are many who still walk in darkness and need to 

see that great light.     

 

May yours be a Light Filled Christmas, 

 

 

Pastor Paul 



 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear PCJH Family, 
 

Advent is here.  It is a time of waiting 
and anticipation.  We remember how desper-
ately the world needs Jesus as we await the 
coming of the Christ.  We are to prepare our 
hearts for this great event.  But… how many 
of us actually do this?  Would we describe the 
Christmas season as a time of waiting… of 
hoping… and of preparing our hearts?  I think 
most of us would describe the Christmas sea-
son as a time of being busy… rushing around 
town… getting our shopping done… baking 
cookies… putting up decorations… preparing 
for family to visit… and the list goes on.  While 
all those things may be good, have we taken 
the time to prepare our hearts for the great 
news that God is with us?  Have we taken a 
moment to stop and reflect… to pray… to 
read Scripture… to meditate quietly… to focus 
ourselves on the true meaning of Christmas? 

Based on my experience, preparing our 
hearts won’t happen unless we are intentional 
about it.  Here are some ways to intentionally 
prepare, spiritually, for Christmas.  Buy an  
Advent devotional book with daily readings.  
Google “Advent Devotional Readings” and 
you will find several daily Scripture readings 
for the season of Advent.  Make a table 
wreath with advent candles to light each   
Sunday as we get closer to Christmas day.      
Volunteer with the many Christmas opportuni-
ties within the community and PCJH in order 
to give of your time for the service of others. 

Don’t let this Advent season pass you 
by… don’t let Christmas day come and go 
without preparing your heart for the hope that 

is found in Christmas.  Be intentional.  Ask 
Pastor Paul or Pastor Ben for some ideas. 

May we all experience a blessed      
Advent as we prepare our hearts for the birth 
of Jesus Christ! 
 
Koinonia and College Christmas Party 
 Koinonia (the ministry for young adults 
in their 20s & 30s) will be hosting a Christmas 
party on Wednesday, December 21

st
 at 

6:00pm at a location TBD.  The purpose of 
this event is to have fun and connect with all 
the young adults of PCJH who are in Jackson 
Hole for the holidays.  Please RSVP to 
Deanna Fox at dfox919@gmail.com.  We look 
forward to welcoming home all our PCJH col-
lege students! 
 
High School Mission Trip 2012 
 We will be announcing the location and 
dates of the 2012 high school mission trip at 
youth group on Sunday night, December 11

th
.  

We will also begin taking deposits and regis-
trations at that time.  Space will be limited so 
begin praying about whether or not you are 
feeling called to serve others in another part 
of the United States this summer. 
 
Ice Lanterns 
 PCJH high school students will be sell-
ing ice lanterns at PCJH during the week be-
fore Christmas.  Ice lanterns are beautiful gifts 
for friends, family and neighbors.  Share the 
message of Christ’s hope and light in our 
world by giving someone an ice lantern, or by 
simply lighting up your home walkway.  Our 
high school students are beginning to fund-
raise for their 2012 mission trip. 
 
 May you all have a very Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year in Christ! 
 
 Faithfully,  ~Pastor Ben 

Rev. Ben Pascal 

mailto:dfox919@gmail.com


DECEMBER  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Sternberg, Ralph & Meta  

December 3 - 62 Years  

 

Walker, Fred & Linda  

December 18 - 24 Years  

 

Leinonen, Dave & Cindy  

December 24 - 18 Years  

 

VanGenderen, Larry & Barbara  

December 28 - 50 Years  

 

Pommer, Mark & Yara  

December 29 - 1 Year 

 

White, Steve & Katie  

December 29 - 13 Years  

DECEMBER Birthdays  2011 
Tyler Dunn   December 2 

Donna Slayton   December 2 

John Shipman   December 4 

Debbie Iobst   December 6 

Olivia Rigsby   December 6 

Trip Wilson   December 6 

Cameron Foster   December 7 

Cammy Lawson   December 7 

Warren Myers   December 7 

Toshia Jordan   December 8 

Marsha Nickell   December 8 

Cooper Field   December 9 

Charlie Allen   December 10 

Sarah Beninga   December 10 

Sydney Meyers   December 10 

Michael VanHatten  December 11 

Stephen Spare   December 13 

Karen Ford   December 14 

Kathy Johnson   December 14 

Brenda Roberts   December 14 

Maddy Wigg   December 14 

Carol Poole   December 15 

Wyatt Price   December 15 

Shannon Smith   December 15 

Jo Lynn Conrad   December 16 

Bob Benz   December 17 

Andrew Lewis   December 17 

Shirley Piper   December 17 

Peter Stalker   December 18 

Greta Mae Larsen  December 19 

Blake Lewis   December 20 

Samantha Soper   December 21 

Rich Viola   December 21 

Bill Fox    December 22 

Emily Poole   December 22 

Kris Smith   December 22 

Yvonne Henze   December 23 

Barb Huhn   December 23 

Isaac Reed   December 23 

Robyn Jones   December 24 

Karen Colclough   December 25 

Patty McDonald   December 25 

Nancy Dunlap   December 26 

Kim Schnagl   December 26 

Faith Shaw   December 26 

Sean Sonderman  December 28 

Anna Deland   December 30 

Jerry Tapp   December 31 

Travis Thompson  December 31 

Julie Miller now has access to 

email.   

 

Her email address is:   

julielacymiller1@yahoo.com    

 

As a reminder, her phone  

number is  

425-385-2189. 

Piecemakers will begin  

January 7th at 9:30 a.m. (or when-

ever you can make it).  You can con-

tact Julie Whitlock if you need 

more information. 

 

Visit the Craft Fair on Satur-

day, December 3rd in the 

PCJH Fellowship Hall and 

Genesis Room, from 9 am to 3 

pm and support the crafters 

who are helping contribute to 

the rental income for the 

church.  Stop by the Youth 

Mission booth and find out 

about the new Ice Lanterns. 

Dec 3rd  10am-6pm 

PCJH will be manning the  

Salvation Army  

Bell Ringer Station in front of 

Jackson Whole Grocer 

Contact Dorothy Neckels 

dneckels@fs.fed.us or 733-7095 

 

Dec 11th Participate in the 

Christmas Story as a family.  Are 

ewe looking for your staff?  Have 

you been hankering to wear your 

halo?  Find your place in this 

years’ intergenerational Christmas 

Story performance.  Contact Cindy 

czabriskie@pcjh.org or 739-9591 

Christmas  
Ice Lanterns 

To support PCJH Youth Group Mission Activities 

Lighting and Sale Wednesday, Dec 14  During Community 

Dinner 

Share tidings of Christmas joy! Light the path to your holiday get-together. Do a secret delivery 

for someone you love. What a wonderful message of light, hope and Christmas.  

Join the PCJH Youth Group on Wednesday, December 14 for a lighting and sale of these beauti-

ful lanterns. Different sizes, gift tags, bows, delivery and caroling delivery services available.  

They make the perfect „green‟ decoration! 

Help needed! Please email if you can help make lanterns for our fundraiser. They are easy to 

make!  pcjhicelanterns@gmail.com 

Toys for Kids Drive Begins November 25—The annual Teton County Toys for Kids Drive begins November 25.  

Please bring unwrapped toys and deposit in the barrel in the church lobby or in any one of the several other barrels located around Jackson.  This 

drive benefits soley the kids living in Teton County.  Please contact Jacks Hooper at 733-3123 or email at snowking790@msn.com 





  

 

God’s Little Lambs  

 Children, Youth & Family Newsletter 

UPWARD BASKETBALL & CHEERLEADING 

November was spent learning about giving 
thanks and “being kind and loving to one 

another.”  Eph. 4:32.  Our bible verse goes 
right along with the story of the Pilgrims and 
American Indians and how they were able to 
share many life skills together and of course 
feast together after harvest, thus being kind 
and loving to each other.  We had our own 
Thanksgiving Feasts November 16th and 

17th.  So many of our parents were able to 
join us and several brought some of our 

favorite Thanksgiving dishes.  Smith’s baked 
us a few turkeys and none left hungry!  We 

are so blessed at Little Lambs Preschool and 
know that God does amazing things through 

His children.   
Have a Blessed Christmas, 

 ~ Ms. Erin 

2011 God’s Team!!!  183 Basketball Players!  14 Cheerleaders!  32 Referees!  47 Coaches! 

White Star Award 

Recipients  

Emily Mahood 

and  

Style Thurston 

Our Little 
Lambs 

Christmas 
Performance  

Will be 
December 

20th at 
5:30pm   

You’re all 
invited! 

Wednesday Rendezvous 

The Wednesday Rendezvous Students have been coloring 
placemats along with 5 other churches in our community 
in their Sunday School classes over the past two weeks.  
The ‘Rendezvous Kids’ began delivering the placemats to 
the Good Samaritan Mission and the Living Center.  The 
Mission gave us a tour.  We learned just how much they 
do for people in need in our community! 

Give thanks 

with a  

Grateful 

heart. 

We packed the church with family, friends, 

players and cheerleaders for the 2011 Upward 

Basketball and Cheerleading Awards Ceremony!  

Thank you PCJH for your continued support of 

this amazing outreach mission! 

Our graduating 6th graders are: 
6th Grade Boys 6th GradeGirls 
Kevin Espinoza  Abbey Devine  

William Geraci  Kamryn Lunde 

Hunter Hazen  Emily Mahood 

Bryan Miller        Nancy Marquina Garcia 

Abraham Perez  Emma Mayer 

Tyrell Rubio  Katelyn Nelson 

Colter Sanders  Alise Olson 

David Stout  Jessica Ottobre 

Style Thurston  Kylie Wilson 

Max Waycott  Tori Wolf 

Pete Wotkyns    

 

 

 

350 placemats were  
colored this year! 



THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING will be received again this year on Christmas Eve, and on the Sundays 

surrounding Christmas.  One of the four Special Offerings of PC(USA), it has been a part of the Christmas 

tradition in the Presbyterian Church since 1933.  Half of this offering is distributed through the Board of 

Pensions’ Financial Assistance Programs, recognizing the faithfulness of current and retired church work-

ers by providing funds to help them through difficult times.  The other half supports Presbyterian racial 

ethnic schools and colleges: Barber-Scotia College, NC  *  Cook College and Theological School, AZ  *  

Knoxville College TN  *  Mneaul School, NM  *  Cook Native American Ministries, AZ  *  Stillman College, AL  

*  Presbyterian Pan American School, TX 

 

Please glance at the poster and bulletin insert about the JOY OFFERING to understand its implications for 

our Mission work throughout the nation, and use the envelope provided to participate in this extremely 

worthwhile work of the Church. 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR OUR ALWAYS-GENEROUS CONGREGATION! 

THANK YOU! 

The Mission Committee 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

YEAR END “PUSH”  

 

Unfinished Business for 2011 

 

Each year, about a third of our annual offerings budget is received in December.  In 2010, a total of $902,000 

was collected for the Annual Fund -- $300,000 (33%) in the last month of the year.  We planned our 2011 An-

nual Fund Offerings Budget at $900,000 in light of the continuing weak economy.  At the middle of November 

this year, we were $300,000 (33%) short of achieving our goal.   

 

The good news is:  If we do as well this year as we did last year, we will exceed budget.  The challenge is obvi-

ous – we need to do well!  We very much appreciate all your support. 

 

We will provide weekly updates in the Sunday bulletins on our progress as we approach year end. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! 

Wanted: Administrator of the Stephen Ministry Program  

The Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole is looking to expand the Leadership of its 

Stephen Ministry Program 

Leadership training will take place out of state for one week. (Feb. 5-11, 2012 Anaheim, 

CA; other dates and locations possible).   The training focuses on the administrative and 

supervisory aspects of Stephen Ministry.  No experience is necessary.  The ideal person shall be a Member 

of PCJH, spiritually growing, committed to lay caring ministry, action and detail oriented person, responsi-

ble & dependable, willing to learn and develop, have abilities in administration, planning, supervision, be 

committed and available to plan and attend monthly Stephen Ministry supervisory meetings, able to take a 

week off for Leadership Training out of state.  Call for more details:  Pastor Paul 734-0388, Linda Walker 

690-6170, Robyn Jones 690-5191. 



DECEMBER DEACONS 
  

I’m Linda Walker, in January, 2006 I was ordained as a Deacon.  Being a Deacon is so 

many things: an honor, a commitment, a joy, a leap of faith, growing in the Lord. being 

willing to serve Him and others…  What a journey I have been on and encourage each 

of you, if asked to be a Deacon to prayerfully and strongly consider it in the future.   

Serving Communion in the Presbyterian Church is also a privilege extended to mem-

bers ordained as Deacons, Elders and of course the Pastors; a humbling experience 

which has filled me to the core with gratitude.   

A Deacon’s term is 3 years with the opportunity to continue, as I have, for another 3 

years.  After that, a Deacon must step down.  Deacons serve the members of the 

congregation by acting as a communication link between Flock members and the 

Church.  Contacting Flock members frequently throughout the year via cards, emails, 

phone calls, keeps the Flock members informed about activities of the church.  Just 

as important is the Flock Member staying in touch with his/her Deacon, especially when life throws a curve ball-

- a special need, prayer request, pending hospitalization, need for meals, transportation, monetary help.   Dea-

cons are here to serve and support the congregation.  With the “old” Deacons stepping down and the “new” Dea-

cons coming in, Flocks will be redistributed in 2012.  It is our hope that your Deacon will be someone you know, 

but if not, embrace making a new friend at PCJH! 

During my 6 years as a Deacon, I have stepped out in faith taking on leadership roles and participating in various 

volunteer activities at PCJH.  I didn’t always feel comfortable in those roles, but God never failed me and I 

truly learned how to rely on Him for wisdom and direction.  As my term comes to an end, I will no longer be a 

Deacon, but I will be involved at PCJH.  Don’t be surprised if I start talking to you about being a Deacon as I am 

now on the Nominating Committee for 2012!   

I was born and raised in a small town in upstate New York 

and spent most of my adult life in the Albany area with 

my husband, Bob, and our three children, Adam (26), 

Alex (25) and Lauren (21). 

 

Moving to Jackson two years ago fulfilled a life-long 

dream of living in the West.  Like most people in Jackson 

we are adventurous and love the outdoors.  We spent a 

great deal of time in the Adirondacks and now love to 

take advantage of the many outdoor activities this area 

has to offer. 

I am very happy to be a member of PCJH, to grow in faith and service with such a special congregation 

and staff.  In addition to singing in the choir, I am an active member of the Worship and Mission teams 

and have taken two mission trips to Guatemala - life-changing experiences for me. 

 

I grew up in the Methodist faith which does not have deacons.   My introduction to deacons here at 

PCJH has been a very important part of my faith journey.  I feel especially honored and blessed to have 

been ordained as a deacon and look forward to serving in this new role.  

Deborah Kopp 



Thank you to our Elected Church Leaders 

 

Class of Elders 

 

2012    2013     2014 

Ken Blount   Larry Huhn     Caryn Haman 

Karen Fox    Cindy Dahlin   John Drew 
Kathy Robertson  Katie Patrick   Bob Kopp 
George Scarlett   Ray Womack   Rodger Nye 
 

Class of Deacons 

 

2012    2013     2014 

Jan Herman   Donna Clark    Patricia Agger 

Bonnie Lewis   Laura Garrard   Donna Barrett 

Janice Murphy   Jo Holton    Karen Brennan 

Karlene Owens   Louise DeLand   Addie Pascal 
Ingrid Shaw   Debbie Kopp   Maddy Remlinger 
Sandra Zender   June Nystrom   Janice Skinner 
Nancy Stockhouse  Suzanne Kemmerer  Meg Womack 
     Susan Ordway 

          
Thank you to: Lana Crabtree, Cleo Eshelman, Angela Lewis, Nancy Schneider, Debbie Schlinger, Linda Walker, 

Ingrid Watsabaugh, Julie Whitlock and Julie Miller for serving the Lord these many years as Deacons. And to 

John Bitner, Jane Lavino and Warren Myers for serving . 

Dearest fellow Moms!!! 

  

If this jumps off the page for you, it is because you are a beloved mother caring for the youngest members of the body 

of Christ: your own children! We all know that this can be both a challenging and rewarding time in life. Often times, and 

quite ironically, it can also be a lonely and isolating time. Yet Christ calls us to be in fellowship with one another, to walk 

with each other as we encounter the joys and trials of being a mother. After our first session last Spring Kathy Robert-

son, has felt a tugging at her heart to again help facilitate a fellowship such as this for the women in our community. Thus, 

it is with great excitement that I extend an invitation to you for "Ame." 

  

The biblical word translated “mother” is the Hebrew word “AME” (pronounced “ah-may”), and means, “the bond of the fam-

ily.” “The word also signifies a force that strengthens and holds things together.” 

  

"Ame" will be a bible study and fellowship group for mothers of young children. It will be a time of  studying, fellowship, 

friendship, and prayer- without the distraction of those beautiful little people in our lives. :) 

 

Starts: Thursday, January 4th, from 10am-11:30am and meets weekly 

Place: Kathy Robertson's home-  8 miles south of town just past the Wy DOT.  Stay on the main highway and turn right 

where the center turn lane ends.  It is an unmarked road.  You will go around a barn and up a hill, go straight and we are 

the last house.  It has a big deck and says Robertson on the end of it. 

 

Childcare provided. Contacts: Addie Pascal at addiepascal@gmail.com or 206-604-2890, Kathy Robertson 

at krobertson@bresnan.net or 307-413-3245 

  

Please join us for this lifegiving time of fellowship. And not only that, but PLEASE extend this invitation to any Moms you 

know who may be interested. Ame is open to all! 

  

~Addie Pascal and Kathy Robertson 
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Since the PCJH commitment to Agros was approved by Session last month your Mission Vision Team has been 

diligently working to determine which Agros village would fit best with the mission calling of PCJH.  As further 

evidence that there is often no straight path in determining the Lord’s plans for us, we (along with Session) 

have decided that this calling is in Nicaragua rather than Guatemala. 

 

There are a number of reasons why we have chosen the village of Tierra Nueva in Nicaragua.  It is the newest 

Agros project and it encompasses 1302 acres which will be home for 150 families.  Tierra Nueva is strategically 

located near three other Agros communities in the Matagalpa region to maximize marketing and training oppor-

tunities. A large river and several springs flow on the property, providing water for domestic use and up to 70 

acres of irrigated land for growing nontraditional crops.  Previous agricultural activities on the land included 

raising cattle and growing coffee, sugarcane and basic grains.   

 

Projects planned for the 2011 – 2012 fiscal year include: 

 *Forming personal growth groups to work on values such as tolerance, respect for diversity, human rights, 

and community living 

 *Gender equality workshops for the whole community 

 *Implementing soil conservation techniques for land stewardship 

 *Construction of fifty new houses and installation of drinking water systems 

 *Establishing two grocery stores and a bakery to provide basic needs for the families and develop a stronger 

local economy 

The PCJH Vision Team, after careful investigation and prayerful consideration, feels that Tierra Nueva is the 

best fit for PCJH to establish a deep and meaningful long term mission relationship through Agros.  Some of 

the advantages are: 

 

 *PCJH would be a partner in this new village from the start and thus will be able to experience the full 

Agros development model. 

 *The trip logistics are favorable. 

 *Tierra Nueva is located about 105 miles or 4 hours from Managua 

 *Private bus transportation will be provided avoiding the need for PCJH participants to drive 

 *We can fly into Managua from Jackson the same day as there is an acceptable hotel across the 

street from the airport.  This will eliminate the need for the Houston overnight involved with 

Guatemala trips. 

 *The culture is less indigenous with fewer dialects and Spanish as the primary language. 

 

We are now moving forward with planning the first Service Trip in April.  The exact dates have not yet been 

confirmed but it appears that it will occur during the 3rd or 4th week of April.  If you are interested in partici-

pating in this trip please plan to attend an information session on Sunday, December 11th at 11;30 AM or 

Wednesday, December 14th at 5:15 PM. Participation in the trip is limited to 14 adults so please don’t miss 

one of these sessions.  If you have questions please contact Bob Kopp at bkopp@waldenasset.com or Ben Pascal 

at bpascal@pcjh.org . 

AGROS UPDATE 
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The Mission of The Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole is 

Passing on the Faith  
as we Gather to love God; 

Grow to know and follow Jesus; and 

Go and make a difference. 

All are welcome and all are needed as we advance this significant mission for the 

21st Century. 
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EMERGENCY NUMBER:   

WHEN GOD SEEMS FAR AWAY 

CALL:  PSALM 139 


