Join the @C]ﬂ CﬁOiT’ Wednesdays at 7pm

and make a

Worship at the Summit of

the Bridger Gondola
\ Sunday, January 15th
,| 9:30am
S

Please join other skiers for worship at
the Summit of the Bridger Gondola.

Complimentary sight seeing tickets are
u s ! available at the ticket office.

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Children’s Ministry Coordinator (Full Time) o o
For more information, job descriptions and to

Youth Ministries Coordinator (Part Time) apply, please contact Rev. Tamara Letts at
tletts@pcjh.org.

J.0.Y. After School Teacher (Part Time)



https://blu178.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu178.mail.live.com/ol/

A WORD FROM PASTOR BEN PASCAL

Every Member a Minister

Presbyterian Church
JACKSON HOLE

Dear PCJH Family,

I go to the eye doctor every year. I go to get my
vision checked. I have trouble seeing things at a
distance. I can clearly see things close up, but
things far away are blurry. That’s why I wear
contacts. Every year my eye doctor has me go
through various eye exams to check my vision
to make sure [ am wearing the proper lenses.
Without the proper lenses, I can’t see clearly. I
go to the eye doctor and wear contacts so that
my vision is clear. It’s absolutely critical to my
wellbeing.

I think churches need to periodically check their
vision too. Churches need to make sure they are
looking at things through the proper lenses so
that their vision is clear. Churches are notorious
for being short-sighted. Churches need to be
able to see what is out ahead in the distance as
well as to see what’s right in front of them.
Churches need to make sure they have the
appropriate lenses on in order to have clear
vision for ministry and mission in our world
today.

I believe PCJH needs a vision exam to ensure
we are moving forward in ministry with the
appropriate lenses. I believe God is calling us to
be a church with vision. Vision is the ability to
see what has not yet come to be. Vision provides
clarity of purpose. Vision has the power to draw
people together with energy and enthusiasm.
Vision is vital to our church’s future.

After all, as the ancient proverb says...

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
-Proverbs 29:18

: As we begin the year 2017, we will be

- embarking on a vision process for the

- Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole. The

- PCJH Session (Elders) have appointed a special
- task force to implement this visioning process.

- This task force is called The Vision Team. The
- people serving on the vision team are Warren

- VanGenderen, Kathy Robertson, Rick Unruh,

- Deb Keenan, Tammy Letts and Ben Pascal. We
- have already met several times this Fall to

- begin preparing and we are excited to get to

- work!

- As part of the vision development, we hope to

- engage with as many members and regular

- attenders of PCJH as possible. In the coming

- months you can expect to be invited to

- prayerfully fill out an online survey as well as

- attend one of several informational meetings

- where we hope to hear from you. The vision

- team will also meet with the various

- committees that serve the church in order to

- hear their thoughts on specific areas of ministry.
: When it’s all said and done, the vision team

- hopes to prayerfully discern what God wants to
- do in and through us as a church in order to

- advance God’s kingdom in Jackson and

- beyond. The end goal is to come up with a

- vision that will guide us into the next five years
- of ministry.

- Please pray for this vision process, the

- congregation’s involvement, the vision team,
- and the Session as we all discern together the
- vision God has for us.

As your pastor, I am excited as I look out
- ahead. I see great and wonderful things!!

- “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
- more than all we ask or imagine, according to
- his power that is at work within us, to him be
- glory in the church and in Christ Jesus

- throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
- Amen.”

-Ephesians 3:20-21

On the journey with you,

-Ben
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Adult Education at PCJH

Sunday Mornings:

"Fresh Air: Trading Stale Spiritual Obligation for a
Life-Altering, Energizing, Experience-It-Everyday
Relat'ionship with God" by Chris Hodges.

New class and study beginning January 8 at 9:00AM! Come join this great class
inviting us to really grow and be transformed by God. All are welcome to come!
Led by Sandra Zender.

| chRis HopoEs

The Acts of the Apostles Study.

An in-depth look into the book of Acts and how the early church began.
Led by Rev. Tammy Letts

Wednesdays:

PROMISED Promised Land: abvp based study by renowed teacher and historian Ray
LAND Vander Laan. Come and explore the historical, geographical, and cultural context of
the sacred Scriptures. Filmed on location in the Middle East, these lessons will trans
form our faith. Starting January 11, at 5:15pm.

Led by Rev. Ben Pascal.

DiSCUSSing Mere ChflStlanlty (study with DVD): Exploring the

DISCUSSING
MERE History, Meaning, and Relevance of C.S. Lewis's Greatest Book. We'll discover

CHRISTIANITY . .
MG ‘ why Mere Christianity is one of the most read and beloved Christian books of all

time. Host Eric Metaxas and a variety of Christian leaders—including Philip Yancey,
Alister McGrath, Devin Brown, Paul McCusker, Douglas Gresham, and others—help us
understand the timeless message of C. S. Lewis in fresh ways for a new

generation. Starting January 4 at 7:00pm.

Led by Rev. Tammy Letts.

1OSTED BY
ERIC METAXAS

Ascent-a special group designed for those in their 20's and 30's. A great time
for music, discussion and good times. Each week at 7:00pm. Led by Rev. Ben Pascal.

Consider coming together and be enriched in God's fellowship!




A WORD FROM PASTOR TAMMY LETS

o B As we close out 2016 and welcome 2017, we naturally reflect on how our lives have
WE R been touched and changed. We think of the different people who have come and gone.
L We hold onto memories: some we treasure and some we lament. Yet scripture reminds

+ L us we are being made new every day "We are God's workmanship, created to do good
y & 8 works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." Eph 2:10

o We draw great hope from this verse as it relates to our congregation. God is preparing
on our behalf the good each of us at PCJH is called to do. I believe we are called to

dream, to imagine (per John Lennon) how this community of faith can be agents for new and renewed life. Part of the
imagining must include a vision for our children and youth. Let's not miss out on how God is working in and among our
children and students to bring about renewal in God's church. Every person matters, regardless of age. That means our
children's ministry matters. Our youth ministry matters. Our after school ministry matters. Our nursery care matters.
Our preschool matters. It matters, not because it's a fun, educational program, but because it puts the love of Christ
Jesus in front of our kids.

What is God calling us to become as it applies to our kids? If children can be touched and transformed by Christ, isn't
that worth our attention? There are so many ways we can be involved in children and youth ministries...

* teach Sunday school on a regular basis at least one hour a month (curriculum and supplies provided);
* help hold a baby or play with toddlers in our nursery;

* be an authentic friend to a middle schooler and help lead youth group;

* take the lead for making new clipboards for Sunday mornings;

* volunteer to read to Little Lambs;

* Just IMAGINE...

We are not called to say yes to volunteer jobs but yes to a vision.

Part of that vision is currently being fleshed out . PCJH is intentionally creating two different ministry teams: a
Children's Ministry Team, led by elder Aaron Nydam and a Youth Ministry Team, led by elder Barb Andrews. Each
team will generate vision, passion, and creativity as to how we might we say "yes" to God's calling. Not only that, we
are prioritizing children and youth with a full time Children's Ministry Coordinator and a part-time Youth Ministry
Coordinator. In the meantime, Cammy Lawson joined our staff as our part-time Interim Sunday School Coordinator.
We've also brought Renee Knutson on as the part-time Interim J.O.Y. After School Coordinator. Thank you for keeping
them in your prayers. We are currently looking for part-time teachers for our J.O.Y. After School program.

Our hope is that we, as a congregation, might be real partners with parents by investing in God's precious children and
youth so they might know the person and love of Jesus. Happy New Year!

Warmly in Christ, Tamara Letts

BY POPULAR DEMAND
PCJH IS MOVING TO AN
ONLINE DIRECTORY

We are excited to get this project underway and capture as
many of you as possible and update your current contact
information. This is a secure directory provided

through www.instantchurch.com and accessible through the
www.pcijh.org password secure website and then with your own
personal secure password. Instant Church.com even has a PhoneApp ! Keep thinking of our favorite digital
photo to provide the church office. Head and torso shots work the best.

There will be opportunities to provide us with your most current and accurate information during January in
the Sunday Bulletins. Our database team will also be located in the Lobby after worship services for photo
taking as well. You may also email Pam Flores at: pflores@pcjh.org with your information. This is open to
Members and Regular Attenders.



http://www.instantchurch.com/
http://www.pcjh.org/
mailto:pflores@pcjh.org

Ed and Patricia Scott will be be "leading”
the PCTH Cross Country Ski season this year.

¥

We have some new names added to the group and we look forward to meeting you. Please let
me know if you want to add folks to our email.

For those folks that have been on the email list our hope is that you will continue to be a part
of this group. IF for some reason you are unable to and want to be taken off the list please
send me a separate email and I will do so.

To refresh and include everyone on meeting places: Granite Canyon, everyone is welcome to
carpool on your own (going the Byrnes' for Apre Ski) or meet up at Granite Canyon 1:30.
Other skis we will meet at the "Ranch Parking lot" in town off Cache Street and Gill Street.
Times will be sent out accordingly.

Here is the list of dates and places and hosts that have been set.

January 8th—Granite Canyon—Jim and Sally Byrnes'
15th—Whitegrass Ranch—Debbie Schlinger's
22nd—Phelps Lake —Ross and Gloria Edwards'
29th—Jenny Lake

February 5th—Oxbow (Super Bowl weekend-on your own for Apre Ski)
12th—Shadow Mt

19th—Pines

26th—Buffalo Valley independent trail—Jan Segerstrom

There are 3 open dates for hosting. Please consider being a host for one of these 3 dates and
let us know.

As we grow closer o the opening ski date of Jan 8th we will send out an email as a reminder.
Have an awesome holiday and we will see you soon.

Ed and Patricia Scott
479-263-0926/479-263-1997




Happy New Year Middle School
Students!

Looking forward to seeing you again
JANUARY 8, 2017!!

4:30 - 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall

Joinus fora Rockin' Good Time!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

COUPLE'S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 10-11, 2017 at PCJH

KEEPING YOUR LOVE ALIVE"

What is your relationship's temperature? Hot,
cold, lukewarm? What would you say about your
marriage? How would your spouse describe it? In
the midst of your busy life we invite to take some
time to rekindle the romance, or at least start
talking about it. Whether your on fire for each
other or feeling the cold freeze our presenters
Mike and Shari Gaffney will share some insights
from their 30 years of marriage. Through story,
couples projects, small groups, and laughter we
want to give encouragement, assurance and hope
regardless of what the thermometer reads.

The Gaffneys have
been involved in
collegiate ministry
'-\‘..‘f since graduating from
a the University of
Washington. They've
served in both Boulder,
CO and Seattle,
WA. For the past 10
years Mike has served
as the Young Life Vice President overseeing the
expansion of YL on college campuses. The
Gaffneys are passionate about healthy dating
relationships and marriages, and are national
retreat leaders and speakers.
For more information and to register,
contact Rev. Ben Pascal at bpascal@pcjh.org.

Wednesday Afternoons
StartingJanuary 4, 2017

We provide a safe and nourishing environment for students
Kindergarten through 5th Grade
from school's dismissal - 6:15PM

Registered students are picked up after-school at their
respective schools and transportedto PCJH.

We offer constructive and free playtime, crafts, homework
help, nutritious snacks, and engaging devotionalsand
occasional field trips.

Registrations are now open!

Families are welcome to stay for our
Wednesday Night Community Dinner and Programs.

Come and join us, we can’t wait to get to know you!
For more information and to register contact Renee
Knutson at rknutson@pcjh.org.

\ The Stewardship Team is excited
to announce that PCTH met our

& ‘ ’f; budgeted goals for tithes and

oS ~ offerings in 2016. So many pray-

= ers, and so much loving generosity
have worked to support our
church. We are all so grateful for

this generosity, and grateful that
PCJH is in a strong position to
carry on its mission of serving God
and our community.

An Ongoing
Commitment

God's generosity in our lives is something we cele-
brate every day. And today, we also celebrate the
generous support of the PCTH family. Heartfelt
thanks to everyone. So deeply appreciated.

Yours in Christ, The PCTH Stewardship Team
Pat and Greg Wright, co-chairs, Jim Byrne, Colter
Lane, Bob Lewis, Susan Ordway, Pastor Ben Pascal,




J.O.Y. After-School

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness,” the Lord told Paul one day. Indeed, for the
past seven years I’ve been blissfully unaware of what goes into the day-to-day operations of the J.O.Y. program.
However, God is faithful and just. He never leaves us as orphans. It’s His time to really shine, especially through his
chosen servants at P.C.J.H.!

The Lord has blessed me with such a great team this season to allow for a relatively seamless transition of leadership
and for a continuation of exceptional care of all of His beloved children involved in the after-school program! We
began the school-year celebrating each child’s uniqueness (Psalm 139:14), God-given creativity (Genesis 1:27),
notability in the eyes of their Creator (Psalm 17:8), as well as just how much He thinks of them (Psalm 139:17-18)! We
affirmed these lessons through crafts (bible verse buttons, thumbprint art and apple crafts, as they are the apple of His
eye), games (freeze-dance, name games, etc.) and healthy snacks (create-your-own apple-man/boat/snail/whatever).

During the fall, we used the apple to not only teach about their standing before God, but also that he looks at the heart
(1 Samuel 16:7). Since I have a background in empathy-training for children, we worked some of that into the lessons
and games as well (“Don’t judge a book by its cover”). All this became a beautiful Segway into the History of the
advent of Christ: He loves humanity so much that He sent His Son! We marvel at the fact that Jesus fulfilled over 300
prophecies, some given over 1000 years before His birth! The historical event of the star taught us all so many things.
The shepherds, through their faith in the unseen, fixed their eyes on what was seen. It was a gift. It was a sign provided
by the Author of their faiths to convince them that He is who He says He is (The Savior, God with Us, Prince of Peace,
The Everlasting Father). May we all be encouraged to fix our eyes on Him as the worries of the world drift into
oblivion!

As we approach a new year and this next season, I’m excited to get the “green light” to bring in some “new” winter
activities/outings to the program while teaching on the “newness of life” only our Savior can bring! Change is upon us
this new year as we will be changing the schedule to Wednesdays only, have an improved webpage/registration
process (thank you, Diane McGee), as well as an enhanced record-keeping/billing procedure (thanks to Kristi Steiert).
Families can register and make payments online through the webpage in 2017. I’'m grateful for Pastor Ben, Pastor
Tammy and Kenny for helping with pick-up and other support through this time of transition (Cindy, Lindsey and
“Mrs. Carol” for all of your dedicated volunteer help with the children). Thank you all for entrusting me with the
interim coordinator position. You can be assured that [ am always working as for the Lord (Colossians 3:23-24,
Ephesians 6:7). May He be glorified!

Renee Knutson, Interim Coordinator

Music as Prayer

Connecting with God is mysterious. God is described as the
transcending of earthly desires as well as their fulfillment, impossibly
. greater than us yet intimately intertwined with our lives. All of this is true,
N and more. To connect with that great enigma, we seek God’s presence
¢ within ourselves. And to isolate God’s presence, we must know our
_ ¥ humanness and get it out of the way. So like God’s enigmatic nature,
prayer requires both acute focus on who we are and practiced
forgetfulness of ourselves.

I am frequently amazed and disappointed at my own
distractedness. As I try to pray, my mind darts here and there, rarely
focusing and connecting with God. God desires an intimate relationship
with me, and yet I routinely push God out of prayer time with anxious thoughts, logistics, judgments, and more.

The best way I have found to quiet those thoughts and truly focus on connecting with the divine is to sing. [ am
not able to sing a song and simultaneously worry about my to-do list or stew about the last argument I had. There just
isn’t room in my mind for both. And it’s incredible how even just a few seconds into singing a meaningful song, | often
find myself in tears, deeply connected to my true self and with the Holy Spirit within me.

This can be scary. God is a powerful force, and you don’t always know what will happen when you become
deeply connected with that force. It requires a willingness to give up control and be vulnerable. My hope is that our
worship services are a safe space to take that risk. The beautiful thing is that when it happens, it’s not nearly as scary as
you expected. It’s like driving down the road with the windows down, singing your favorite song at the top your lungs
and forgetting to care if anyone can hear you. = Kenny Hayden, Worship Coordinator




Parent’s Night Out

PCJH is excited to offer this life-giving opportunity to care for
yourselves and let us care for your
children while you take the night off!!

Who: Children ages Cradle through 5" Grade

What: Child Care — Craft, games, stories, snack

When: Friday, January 20, 2017
5:30-7:30pm

Where: PCJH Fellowship Hall
More: Suggested cost is $5 per family.

Children should come with a tummy full of dinner and any
necessary supplies to ensure their personal
Comfort, please.

HOW 2?
Reservations are requested but not required. Want to Help?

Reserve your child’s spot by signing up on the This is a great opportunity
table across from the nursery, in the gym or to serve our community
email Tammy Letts at tletts@pcjh.org. .
and one another! Sign up

to help today by contacting
Tammy Letts at
tletts@pcjh.org.

Our staff received the most wonderful
delivery - all the Christmas gifts from the
PCJIH church members. We are in awe and
overwhelmed with the generosity.

Thanks, Savannah Wake,
Operations and Volunteer Coordinator

COMMUNITY
SAFETY
NETWORK
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The Pinnacle GET TO KNOW US
The Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole
Box 7530
1251 South Park Loop Road
Jackson, WY 83002 Church Staff
Published Monthly
Issue #1 - 2017 Rev. Ben Pascal bpascal@pcjh.org
Senior Pastor x 101
P mmmmmmmmmmmm— Rkl e Rl ety Rev. Tammy Letts tletts@pcjh.org
! January Anniversaries 2017 Associate Pastor x 104
1
1 . . Kenny Hadden music@pcjh.org
, January 3 David & Marian Meyers 36 years Worship Coordinator %123
: January 8 Bob & Karen Graham 9 years
| Bob & Nancy Norton 40 years ! I Cindy Dahlin cdahlin@pcjh.org
: January 15 John & Linda Hanlon 17 years Operations Manager x109
i January 21 Jack & Carla Herman 40 years _ _ _
1 January 28 Trent & Erin Abel 5 years Lindsey Parr , office@pcjh.org
: Janury 29 MaryAnn & Jerry Tapp 68 years Communications Coordinator x102
Pam Flores pflores@pcjh.org
Congregational Life Coordinator x107

January Birthdays 2017

Facilities

Our facilities are available to rent for meetings, events, etc.

** Please let our church office know your wedding anniversary Please contact Cindy Dahlin for details, cdahlin@pcjh.org.

date so we can be in prayerful celebration with you!

office@pcjh.org or 734-0388**

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
! |
1
| 1
! |
: : Effie Edwards eedwards@pcjh.org
1 \ | Little Lambs Director & Teacher x111
: January 1 Macye Maher 1
1 January 4 Zach Guslander :
: Colter Lane 1
| Barbara VanGenderen : .
1 January 5 Savannah Huhn . Ruling Elders
l .
Tiffany Tate 1
: January 6 Linda }II—Ianlon 1 Ruling Elders are the spiritual leaders of the church.
: Brad Herman : Session meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm.
January 7 Brian Remlinger 1
1
| January 8 Ralph Hudelson : Class of 2017 2018 2019
X Pastor Tammy Letts 1 | Patty McDonald* Pat Wright Alan Lund*
. Karin Unrﬁh : Personnel Stewardship Finance
1 January 10 Brett Smit .
: Brett Weiss 1 || Katie-Chloe Stock Barb Andrews Barbara Carlsberg
y January 11 Jennifer Baki : Missions Youth Ministry Worship
1 Sue Bybee
1 Ed Wi}ég : Ken Blount Peter Keenan Meg Womack
: Cindy Zabriskie : Clerk of Session Buildings & Grounds Congregational Life
: }Tanuary g glgrld \é/]atsle(lbaugh ' I Kerry Murphy Warren VanGenderen  Aaron Nydam
| -anuary onna L1ar | | Nominating/Member ~ Adult Ministries Children’s Ministry
1 January 14 Tom Jordan 1 | Assimilation
: Bill Neal 1
. Nicole Robertson ! Deacons
1 January 15 Pam Flores X
: Therese Metherell 1 Deacons provide the ministry of compassion
 January 18 Richard Spencer : and service for those in need.
1 January 19 Megan Zolnowsky .
: January 20 Ginger Jones 1 | Class of 2017 2018 2019
1 January 23 Marty Abdon ! . )
I January 23 Katie Carr : Nancy Brumsted Jen Baki Liz Jorgensen
: January 24 Mark Barron I ézc;léllepl\c/)lglr;tgomery Eglj; \j\cl)ér]d:nson ':\/Ir;l:lee'\p/luc%”glﬁister
January 25 Bob Kopp ! . g g
: Bob Walt 1 | Sandra Zender Erin Rosenberg Tom Deltz
. 00 Walton 1 | Karen Brennan* (Moderator)  Deb Keenan Dorothy Neckels
i January 27 Joyce Butcher 1 | Joanie Shipman* Yvonne Henze* Alicia Neathery
! Liz Sparks 1 || Julie Whitlock* Tena Webb* Susan Hawkins
: Annalise Zabriskie 1 | Randy & Robyn Barb Huhn* Kenlyn Long*
 January 28 Effie Edwards ! | Reedy*
1 January 30 Neil Ford :
| January 31 Pastor Al Schoonover 1 | "serving second term
! |
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
1
X 1
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The Mission of The Presbyterian Church of jackson tHole is

PAassing on the Faith
as we GALNEY v Love con;

C[YDW to know and follow Jesus; and

G0 and wake a difference.

AlL are welcome andl all are weeded as we advance this significant misston for the
21st Century,

Www,pejh.org




