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                              Music Corner: 
                         Singing from the Heart 
         By:  Kenny Hadden, Worship Coordinator 
 
Every October, the PCJH Choir begins preparations for the Christmas Cantata. At first, it seems 
odd to be singing Christmas carols while there are still leaves on the aspens. But then – within 
minutes – it doesn’t feel odd at all. It feels wonderful. 

These time-honored songs of joy and praise to our God simply don’t get old. In fact, they get better with time. That’s      
because the lyrics start happening on their own; the feeling of the melody in our throats becomes a well-worn path; the focus 
of the song shifts from how and what we are singing to that beautiful concoction of nostalgic memories and the pure joy of 
the Lord. Through repeated singing, what the song is really about – something beyond words – starts to sink in. 

This same effect happens as we sing praise music together on Sunday morning. Simple, repetitive songs seek to jump-start 
the congregation to this same place, without requiring the centuries of tradition behind the music. A repeated lyric like “How 
great is our God” drives home a basic idea that is easy to think about but hard to know. And through singing, the idea makes 
that short but important voyage from our heads to our hearts. 

Old songs as well as new ones can have this effect on us. And despite personal preferences for one musical style or another, 
it’s important to remember that the song itself is not what is sacred. What’s sacred is the act of worship that takes place 
when we sing from the heart. 

 

 
  

Special Offer for 
PCJH Attendees  
Only five $79 pre-purchased 
tickets are left for the 2018 
Global Leadership Summit on  
August 9-10. The tickets  
include Summit speaker   
session video downloads from 
the last two Summits!  
 

Once the $79 tickets are claimed, 2018 tickets are  
available for $89 as they have been in the past.   If  
interested, contact Sue Unruh at sueunruh@gmail.com 
or 224-623-0109.  

Clerks Corner for  
October, 2017 
    Ken Blount 

 
Session continued their study of 
the Being Reformed class for    
Ruling Elders. The Great Ends of 

the Church. Discussion centered around these six  
tenets and what foundational role they have in our  
denomination.  
 
Session approved the use Meta Sternberg’s memorial 
fund to purchase a memorial tree for the PCJH    
courtyard.  
 
Peter Keenan also informed Session that money saved 
through the volunteer efforts for staining of this 
church this past Summer will go for interior painting 
on walls that require it and a drainage solution for the 
water buildup that occurs near the trash enclosure  
during heavy rains and with snow melting.  

https://blu178.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu178.mail.live.com/ol/
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Dear PCJH Family, 
 
After a year of prayerful and faithful work, your 
vision team is ready to share with you where they 
see God leading us into the future as the  
Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole. 
 
The vision team did more than come up with  
strategic focus areas for ministry and mission.  We 
took time to really think about who we are and 
developed a new vision, mission, and values  
statement in addition to strategic focus areas. 
 
As we prayed about what our vision and mission 
is as a church, God gave us the image of a tree. 
 

 
A tree begins as a small simple seed and as the 
seed grows it transforms into a big beautiful tree 
with strong roots that help it withstand the winds 
and changing seasons; a healthy trunk to provide 
support; and full branches that reach out to  
provide shade and bear fruit. 
 
The image of a tree is used throughout Scripture.  
The Bible starts in Genesis and ends in Revelation 
with the image of a tree.  The Old and New  
Testaments use trees as illustrations for a godly 
life. 
 

 

“Blessed is the person who trusts in the Lord, 
whose confidence is in him.  He will be like a tree 
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the 
stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its 
leaves are always green.  It has no worries in a 
year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” -
Jeremiah 17:7-8 
 
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a person     
remains in me and I in them, they will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” -John 
15:5 
 
“And I pray that you, being rooted and established 
in love, may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of God.” -
Ephesians 3:17-19 
 
Now that you have the image of a tree in your 
mind, the   vision team is excited to introduce to 
you the new vision and mission of PCJH. 
 

Our Vision 
To See Lives Transformed in Jesus Christ 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new  
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  
Paul is proclaiming the amazing truth that Jesus 
transforms lives. 
 
We desire to see lives changed and transformed in 
Jesus Christ.  We want to see the sceptic come to 
faith; the    wounded healed; the hard hearted begin 
to love; the lonely find community; the broken 
made whole; the sinner repent; the greedy made 
generous; the selfish turn selfless; the spiritual 
seeker become Christ’s disciple; the fearful gain 
courage; the person pursuing leisure begin to  
pursue God’s mission.  Transformation. 
 
That’s what we want to see!!  Lives transformed in    
Jesus Christ.  How are lives transformed?  That’s 
where our mission comes in: 
 

Our Mission 
To be a Community 

Rooted in Christ, 
Reaching out in Love 
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We believe transformation happens when people 
begin to live life together in community.  Our  
spiritual lives are not meant to be walked alone.  We 
believe transformation happens when people root 
themselves in Jesus Christ, the word of God made 
flesh.  We believe transformation happens when 
people reach out in love.  Reaching out in love not 
only transforms the one who is receiving love, but 
also the one who is giving love.  It is rather simple: 
we want to be a community rooted in Christ, reach-
ing out in love. 
 
The vision team would like to invite you to learn 
more about the new vision, mission and values 
statement as well as the strategic focus areas we 
have identified. 
 
Here’s a quick glimpse of our values, which when     
practiced, will bring about transformation in  
people’s lives: 
 
Values that reflect Community: 

Worship 
Life Together 
Loving, Healthy Relationships 
Partnering Church and Family 
Unity in Diversity 
Ecumenical Relationships 

 
Values that reflect being Rooted in Christ 

God Glorifying 
Christ-Centered 
Holy Spirit Driven 
Biblically-Based 
Discipleship 
Equipping 
 

Values that reflect Reaching out in Love 
Sharing Hope 
Hospitality 
Outreach & Mission 
Prayer 
Stewardship 
Generosity 

 
Through the online REVEAL survey and numerous  
in-person conversations with PCJH teams,  
committees, staff, and leaders in our community, 
the vision team was able to identify several strategic 
focus areas for PCJH to address in the next three 
years. 
 

 

2018 Strategic Focus Areas 
Embed the Bible throughout PCJH 
Reinvigorate Children’s Ministry 
Ignite Youth Ministry 
Ignite Young Adult Ministry 
Build a Vibrant Small Group Ministry 

 
2019 Strategic Focus Areas 

Expand Outreach and Mission 
Develop a Clear Discipleship Path 
 

2020 Strategic Focus Areas 
Focused Effort on Sunday Mornings 
Leadership Development 

 
Ongoing Strategic Focus Areas 

Enhancing Administration & Communication  
    Processes 
Strengthening Stewardship & Generosity 
Effective Caring Ministries 
Ongoing Vision Team 

 
This is a 30,000 foot view of the vision team’s work.  
If you would like to hear more specifics please come to 
an informational session with the vision team where 
we will seek feedback and answer questions as the  
final part of our vision process.  Once we are finished 
receiving feedback from the congregation then we will 
finalize the vision, mission, and values statement and 
the strategic focus areas. 
 
We want the whole congregation to participate in this     
process, so please come to one of the following vision 
team informational and feedback meetings at PCJH. 
 

Wednesday, November 1st at 5:15pm 
Sunday, November 5th at 9:00am 
Wednesday, November 8th at 5:15pm 
Sunday, November 12th at 9:00am 

 
We are looking forward to sharing the vision with you 
and getting your feedback.  But we are looking even 
more forward to implementing the vision starting in 
January 2018!! 

 
If for whatever reason you would like to contact a 
member of the vision team, please feel free to contact 
one or all of the following people serving on the vision 
team: Kathy Robertson (chair), Warren VanGenderen, 
Deb Keenan, Rick Unruh, Tammy Mitchell, Ben  
Pascal. 
 
Thank you for your prayers! 
   On the journey with you, Ben  



Children’s Ministry Corner  
November, 2017  
by Dylan Wade 
 

Volunteerism Part 4: A Community of Teachers  
 To sum up the previous articles on volunteering, in children’s ministry it is difficult (Part 1), it is necessary to grow and 
mentor our children (Part 2), and it needs to have the full level of commitment (Part 3).  This week I would like to talk about 
another important aspect I believe will serve our children of PCJH and the Jackson Hole community so that they know and 
experience the love of Jesus.  Any service we do, must not be in isolation, but done as a community.  We cannot and should 
not try to teach and share our faith to our children all by ourselves as individuals.  The children are too important and the  
message too important for that.  My hope is that our work in Children’s Ministry is done with volunteers who are in concert with 
each other so as to create a beautiful symphony. We all bring different and unique talents and abilities to the orchestra, but to 
just play by ourselves would lack the depth and harmony that could be achieved by the group.  
 

So how do we do this? I do not think it is that difficult as the desire to work collaboratively comes naturally to most if 
not all of us.  In her book with Adam Duckworth “Not Normal: 7 Quirks of Incredible Volunteers,”1 Sue Miller breaks down the 
desire to work as a “we” and not a “me” into three parts.  The first is “we like to be known.” She goes on to state that we all feel 
more comfortable in a volunteering situation when we know the people with whom we are volunteering. It makes a difference 
when people know your name, laugh and joke around with you, ask you about your family, care about your week, and  

encourage you. To accomplish this, we must intentionally spend time getting to know each other.  The second is “we 
like to do things together.” When facing a huge challenge (like overseeing a group of super energized kids) it is always more 
fun to do so with others, rather than all by yourself.  However, we can often narrow our focus too much when we volunteer so 
much that we are only looking at the task “I” have to accomplish rather than looking side to side and thinking of the tasks “WE” 
have to accomplish. If we are all trying to attain the same goals (See Purpose Statement) then we really need to step back 
and think how am I best helping our team?  Finally, the third part is “we like to give our best.” If we all know each other and 
have a common goal, then our team can strive towards excellence.  We should not just show up and just get the task over with 
but as a team we can keep each other accountable and honor God by giving Him our best! 

 
It is my hope that we can create a community of teachers here at PCJH, through which our children and their families 

will know and experience the love of Christ.  To create this community, we may have to sacrifice some time to get to know 
each other. We may have to change our thinking from “I” to “we.” And we may have to view our volunteering as something that 
deserves our best rather than a task to check off.  As a result, not only will our children thank you, but you will thank you. WE 
can do this! 
 
1Not Normal: 7 Quirks of Incredible Volunteers; Sue Miller and Adam Duckworth; Orange; 2015 
 
Purpose Statement:  The Children’s Ministry at PCJH strives to… 

 
1. Serve our community’s children and their families in order that they know and experience the love of Jesus, 
2. Provide intentional, engaging experiences for children and families that nurture our Christian faith, shape character and 

build trusting relationships, 
3. Participate in the restoration of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Upcoming Events in Children’s Ministry 
Christmas Pageant: Interested in being a part of this year’s PCJH Christmas pageant?  There are multiple ways to serve for 
ALL ages!  If interested in any of the following roles, please email Dylan Wade at dwade@pcjh.org.  The pageant will be held 
on December 10th during the 10:15 service. Rehearsals will begin the last week of November: 
 
 Roles:     Actors/Actresses 
 Stage Manager    Costume/Set designers 
 Technology    Music 
 Group leaders 
 
Sunday School: The preschool group this month we will focus on a Recipe for Thanks so the preschoolers can learn to have a 
thankful heart. The elementary and preteen groups will focus on Gratitude.  Please come by the Children’s Welcome Center to 
sign you children up for Sunday School and learn more about what is happening! If you are interested in joining our Sunday 
School team, please email Dylan Wade at dwade@pcjh.org or call. 
 
After-School Adventures: A safe and adventurous Wednesday after-school program where students learn, play and grow in a 
nurturing Christian environment for K-8th grade. For the month of November, we will also be focusing on gratitude.  If your 
child is interested, please see the page on the PCJH website for information and how to register for the fall semester.  Or   
contact Dylan Wade at dwade@pcjh.org.  
 
Children’s Ministry Volunteer of the Month for October: 
Barb Huhn. Barb not only volunteered to watch the 2-3 year olds for 3 hours at Parent’s Night Out she also came in two days 
later to lead the preschoolers in Sunday School on short notice!  We are blessed to have such a dynamic and  creative   
volunteer in children’s ministry. Thank you, Barb! 

mailto:dwade@pcjh.org
mailto:dwade@pcjh.org
mailto:dwade@pcjh.org


Here at  Little Lambs  
we have been learning about  

all things Fall.  
 
 
We have explored the outside 
world collecting treasures of 
acorns, leaves, sticks and pine 
cones to make crafts and  
practice sorting.  
 
We have also been studying 
apples and pumpkins  
including their life cycle and 
various ways to eat them.  

 
 
 

We are enjoying the crisp weather AND know that snow is right around the corner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are looking forward to our Pumpkin Party on 
Monday, October 30 and Tuesday,  October 31- both 
from 9:30 to 11:30. If you’d like to help at one of our 
fun and festive stations, please sign up on the sheets 
right outside of the Little Lambs Director’s Office.  
 
Amanda Lack, Little Lambs Director 
Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole 
307-734-0387 ext. 111 
 



 





A WORD FROM PASTOR TAMMY MITCHELL 

 
I recently had the honor and privilege to 
go on a study tour with our Presbyterian   
denomination to Germany and     
Switzerland visiting the various places 
significant to the Protestant   
Reformation. As many of you already 
know, this year celebrates the 500th  
anniversary of the historic event where 
Martin Luther posted his 95 theses  
lamenting particular grievances of the 
then Roman Catholic Church. Many 
believed that event marked the  
beginning of the Reformation which 
altered Christianity for all time.  
 

Our particular tour began in Leipzig, then on to Wittenberg, Erfurt, Augsburg, Lake Constance, Zurich, 
Berne, and finally ending in Geneva, where John Calvin lived, preached and taught. It was a remarkable ten 
days with 22 other pastors and leaders of our church. Our tour not only consisted of  visits to historical places, 
but also included thoughtful study and discussion led by Dr. Joseph Small. Dr. Small served as the Director of 
Theology. Worship and Educational Ministries for the PCUSA for over 25 years. Many consider him one of 
the leading modern theologians of our time. He currently works for the Presbyterian Foundation, one of the 
primary sponsors of the trip.  
 
He challenged us to think not only about the past, or about what happened to the church and to people's faith 
understanding, or the impact of the reformations; but also, where do we need and seek reformation in our 
church today? If there was one takeaway from the trip it would be that the true reformer of the church was not 
Luther, or Zwingli, or even Calvin.  
 
Our Lord God is the true Reformer of the Church. Luther, Zwingli and Calvin were devout, passionate  
followers of Jesus Christ who followed their call in a certain time and place to be God's voice. Their primary 
desire was never to divide the church, but to do everything they could to help the church be an authentic,  
loving witness to the person of Christ. If that meant speaking publicly about injustices, or education, or caring 
for the poor, or how the sacraments are understood, then they did so with gusto. The walls that prevented the 
people from experiencing God's grace, knowing God's word, and hearing God's truth needed to be torn down.  
 
Looking to the past is important for us as a church. Yet on this trip I was challenged to not look at what  
Luther did, or what Calvin did, but what God did. Celebrating the Reformation is not about celebrating past 
history. It's celebrating the movement of God's Spirit in and through God's beloved people. It's celebrating the 
Good News that the scripture brings us. It's celebrating the reality of God's liberating grace. It's celebrating 
the importance of the Church being an authentic witness to the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
We Presbyterians hold up a saying: ecclesia reformata semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei. [The 
Church reformed always being reformed in accordance with the word of God]. The great Reformer God    
continues to reform us according to God's Word. God is on the move to bring all peoples to God's self. On the 
"Reformation Wall" in Geneva (seen in the picture) the words written are,  
 

"Out of darkness...light". That's what it means to be the Church Reformed. 
We are to be Christ's light in a hurting world. Now that's grounds for a  
celebration!  
 



Adult Education at PCJH 
 

 

 

Sunday Mornings, 9:00AM, Genesis Room  
An Armchair Tour of the Reformations! 

 

500 Years ago, Martin Luther sparked what became a major religious and political revolution that 
changed the course of history known as the Protestant Reformation.  After returning from a 10 day 
study tour, Rev. Tammy Mitchell will share her personal experiences and lead a study tour on the 
Reformation.  In this 9 week class, co-led by Pat Wright, an experienced history teacher, we will 
visit key events, meet the main leaders, explore the significant ideas and discover anew God's 
reformation. Come join us on this exciting journey! 

 
Wednesday Evenings  

For two weeks only, November 1, and 8;  5:15pm, Genesis Room 

 
 

Beginning November 15; 5:15pm, Genesis Room 
Soul Keeping, by John Ortberg.   

 
 
  
 

The Movie "Luther", Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love) stars as Martin 
Luther, the brilliant man of God whose defiant actions changed the world, in 
this epic, ravishingly beautiful (The New York Times) film that traces  
Luther's extraordinary and exhilarating quest for the people's liberation. 

In Soul Keeping, John Ortberg helps you rediscover your soul―the best   
connection to God there is―and find out why it’s hurting and why  
neglecting it has set so many believers so far back spiritually. 
 
In this video-based study, Ortberg shows that caring for your soul is           
necessary for your Christian life. John shows participants what your soul 
is, why it is important, how to assess your soul’s health, and how to care 
for it so that we can have a meaningful and beautiful life with God and 
others. Discussions led by Rev. Tamara Mitchell 
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GET TO KNOW US 
 

 
Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Ben Pascal    bpascal@pcjh.org 
Senior Pastor  x 101 
 
Rev. Tammy Mitchell  tmitchell@pcjh.org 
Associate Pastor  x 104 
 

Office Staff 

Cindy Dahlin    cdahlin@pcjh.org 
Church Administrator  x109 
      
Pam Flores     pflores@pcjh.org 
Office Assistant x107 
 
Liz Collins     lcollins@pcjh.org 
Communications Coordinator              x0 
 

Program Staff 

 
Kenny Hadden       music@pcjh.org 
Worship Coordinator                                                x123 
 
Bob Snider, Pianist 
 
Amanda Lack alack@pcjh.org 
Little Lambs Director & Teacher                            x111 
 
Liz Collins     lcollins@pcjh.org 
Interim Youth Coordinator              x0 
 
Dylan Wade         dwade@pcjh.org 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator  x103 
 

Ruling Elders 
 

Ruling Elders are the spiritual leaders of the church. 
Session meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. 

 
Class of 2017 2018   2019 
 
Patty McDonald* Pat Wright Alan Lund* 
Personnel  Stewardship  Finance  
 
Katie-Chloe Stock  Barb Andrews  Barbara Carlsberg 
Missions  Youth Ministry  Worship 
 
Ken Blount   Peter Keenan  Meg Womack 
Clerk of Session Buildings & Grounds  Congregational Life 
 
Kerry Murphy  Warren VanGenderen Aaron Nydam 
Nominating/Member Adult Ministries Children’s Ministry 
Assimilation      

Deacons 
 

Deacons provide the ministry of compassion 
and service for those in need. 

 
Class of 2017 2018 2019 
 
Nancy Brumsted  Jen Baki Liz Jorgenson 
Jackie Montgomery  Barb Huhn* Annie Mueller 
Carol Poole  Paula Jorgenson Marge McCallister 
Sandra Zender  Erin Rosenberg Kenlyn Long* 
Karen Brennan* (Moderator) Deb Keenan Dorothy Neckels 
Joanie Shipman*  Yvonne Henze* Alicia Neathery 
Julie Whitlock*  Tena Webb* Susan Hawkins 
Randy & Robyn Reedy*   
   
*serving second term 
  

Facilities 
Our facilities are available to rent for meetings, events, etc.  
Please contact Cindy Dahlin for details, cdahlin@pcjh.org. 

November Birthdays 2017 

 
Nov 1 Deb Kopp 
 Sharon Schoen 
 Jason Irvine 
 Susanne Young 

 
Nov 2 Sandra Guido Bultima 
 Blake Morley 
 
Nov 3 Rodger Nye 
 
Nov 4 Barbara Carlsberg 
 Corrine DeGoey 
 
Nov 6 Laura Garrard 
 
Nov 8 Sue Sullivan 
 Kim Billimoria 
 
Nov 9 David Conine 
 Bob Jones 
 George Scarlett 
 
Nov 11 Mike Taylor 
 Kerry Murphy 
 
Nov 13 Bob Emrick 
 Becky Jordan 
 Eileen Blackwell 
 
Nov 14 Brad Andrews 
 Alan Brumsted 
 
Nov 17 Ed Lavino 
 
Nov 18 Angela Lewis 
 
Nov 19 Mandy Hadden 
 Eric Johnson 
 
Nov 20 Michael Adams 
 Addie Pascal 
 Ron Stevens 
 Eric Winthers 
 Sandra Zender 
 
Nov 21 Eunice Conine 
 
Nov 22 Jack Herman 
 
Nov 23 Ned Pinkerton 
 
Nov 24 Alli Lane 
 
Nov 25 Warren VanGenderen 
 
Nov 26 Laura Rasmussen 
 
Nov 27 Mack Mendenhall 
 Dave Sparks 
 
Nov 30 Claudia Schrotz 
 Leah Nydam 

NOVEMBER, 2017 
ANNIVERSARIES  

 
 
Nov 2  
Scott & Dana Smith   
15 years 
 
Nov 6 
Barry & Janice Skinner  
25 years 
 
Nov 7 
Alan & Sue Bybee  
47 years  
 
Nov 10  
Colter & Alli Lane  
5 years 
 
Nov 11  
Ben & Karen Brennan  
11 years 
 
Nov 13  
Michael & Claudia Schrotz 
30 years 
 
Nov 23  
John & Barbara Simms  
38 years 
 
Nov 25  
Scott & Cindy Zabriskie  
28 years 
 
Nov 29  
Scott & Marsha Nickell  
32 years 
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The Mission of The Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole is  

Passing on the Faith  
as we Gather to love God; 

Grow to know and follow Jesus; and 

Go and make a difference. 

All are welcome and all are needed as we advance this significant mission for the 

21st Century. 
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