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T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Offer one or more of these activities as preschoolers arrive. 
Good, Good Gifts
Thankful Trees
Tree Making

 
LARGE GROUP

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
“Special” and “Just Wanna Say Thank You”
Bible Story
Prayer

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Offer as many of these activities as your time, facilities, resources, and 
leadership allow. 
Memory Verse With Motions
Our Thankful Tree
Dot to Dot Trees
Monthly Song
My Thankful Tree
Journal and Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Going Home
Parent Cue Card (print or email)
Parent Cue App

15
M I N

20
M I N

25
M I N
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1. GOOD, GOOD GIFTS
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Six gift boxes with removable lids, six 
different colored adhesive bows, and six different items to 
represent things God made

NOTE: Collect six different items that will fit inside your gift 
boxes to represent things God made. Ideas include small 

stuffed animals, a piece of fruit or a vegetable, a small plant, a large leaf, a 
rock, a pinecone etc.

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Place one item inside each gift box. Stick one bow 
on top of each box. Set the boxes on the floor in your activity area. 

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Gather the children in your activity area. Call on 
different children to select each box, based on the color of the bow. Open each 
box and identify the item God made. 

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Sanitize the items and boxes as you place all items 
back in the boxes. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Friends, come gather here with me! Look at these 
pretty boxes. What do you think is inside? (Pause.) Let’s find out!”

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “[Child’s name], can you find the box with the 
[color] bow? (Pause.) That’s it! Let’s open it to see what’s inside.” (Repeat with 
remaining gifts, calling a different child each time. In order to allow more 
children to participate, you might call on one child to select the box and 
another child to identify what is found inside.)

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Look at all these amazing things God made! He made 
rocks and trees, fruits and vegetables, animals and PEOPLE! We’ll hear more 
about all the good things God made in our Bible story today. Let’s go!”

T R A N S I T I O N :  Move to Worship and Story by calling out different things God 
made that the children can form with their bodies. Examples: Mountains—put 
hands over head to form a big “V.” Rivers—move hands in a wavy motion in 
front of you. Rocks—form a fist with one hand. Trees—hold both arms overhead 
as the branches. Flowers—pretend to hold a flower by its stem and sniff. 
Friends—point to each other. ME—point to self.

M A D E  T O  M O V E   
an activity that uses a preschooler’s 

natural desire to move to help  
them learn
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2. THANKFUL TREES
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  A large piece(s) of butcher paper, 
markers, wall tape, wipes for messy fingers, leaf stamps, 
washable inkpads in fall colors, and crayons

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Cover the table(s) with butcher 
paper. Draw the branches of a tree on each piece of paper. 

Set the leaf stamps, washable stamp pads, and crayons on the table.

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Have the children add leaves to the branches. They 
can either press the leaf stamps onto the stamp pads then onto the paper or 
draw leaves with the crayons. Sanitize the stamps between users.

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Collect all the leaf stamps, stamp pads, and crayons 
and sanitize them. Hang your butcher paper tree on the wall to use later during 
the “Our Thankful Tree” Activity. Pass out wipes to clean messy fingers.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Friends, gather here around the table! What do 
you see? (Pause.) Yes, a tree! But something is missing. Can you tell me what 
this tree needs? (Pause.) Leaves! I need your help. Let’s add some leaves to our 
tree.”

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Let’s gently press our leaf stamp onto the stamp 
pad then press it onto the branch. (Demonstrate.) You can also use the crayons 
to draw some leaves on the tree.” (Demonstrate.)

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Look at this beautiful tree! I love it! Let’s hang our 
tree right here on the wall. I think we can do something special with this tree 
after story. Are you ready? Let’s go!”

T R A N S I T I O N :  Move to Worship and Story by pretending to be a tree.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y   
an activity that encourages 

preschoolers to follow guidelines 
while having fun and learning  

new concepts
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3. TREE MAKING
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Wood blocks, cardboard blocks, or 
large LEGO® DUPLO® bricks

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Place the blocks/bricks in your 
activity area.

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Encourage the children to use the blocks to make a 
tree. 

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Have the children help you clean up the blocks. 
Sanitize them and put them away.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Friends, do you like to play with blocks? Me, too! 
Let’s work together to make the shape of a tree with these blocks!”

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “You made a tree! Great job. Who made the trees 
outside? (Pause.) That’s right! GOD made trees. We’ll hear all about the 
wonderful things God made in our Bible story today. Here we go!”

T R A N S I T I O N :  Move to Worship and Story by pretending to be different kinds 
of trees responding to different kinds of weather. Examples: Let’s all be big 
strong oak trees—oh no, here comes a BIG rainstorm. Let’s all be weeping 
willow trees with leaves that hang way down to the ground. Here comes a 
strong wind!”

M A D E  TO  I M AG I N E   
an activity that lets preschoolers  

pretend, imagine, and role play to 
enhance their learning 
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M A D E  T O  M O V E   
an activity that uses a preschooler’s 

natural desire to move 
to help them learn

PRELUDE SOCIAL WORSHIP STORY GROUPS HOME

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

1. MEMORY VERSE WITH MOTIONS
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O RY  V E R S E  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed.

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Say the memory verse and do 
the following motions in front of the children. 

“Give thanks (clap on each word)
to the Lord (point up)
for he is good, (two thumbs up)
Psalm 107:1 (NIV).” (Open your hands like a book.)

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Say the verse again with the motions and invite the 
children to do it with you. Repeat several times. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “I’m going to say our new memory verse. Everyone, 
watch me!

“Give thanks (clap on each word)
to the Lord (point up)
for he is good, (two thumbs up)
Psalm 107:1.” (Open your hands like a book.)

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Now, let’s all do it together! Are you ready?

“Give thanks (clap on each word)
to the Lord (point up)
for he is good, (two thumbs up)
Psalm 107:1.” (Open your hands like a book.)

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Our memory verse tells us that God is SOOO Good. 
Who is good?  God is good!”
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2. OUR THANKFUL TREE
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O RY  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Good Things” Activity Page, paper, 
scissors, tape, marker, and the tree made during the 
“Thankful Trees” Activity

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Copy “Good Things” on paper 

and cut apart, at least one cutout per child. 

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Lay the butcher paper tree on the floor or table. 
Spread the “Good Things” cutouts out for the children to see. Talk about good 
things God has made. Invite each child to choose a “Good Things” cutout to 
tape to the tree.

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Write “Our Thankful Tree” at the top of the tree and 
“God is good!” under the tree. Place the tree with all of the “Good Things” 
taped to it in the hallway or on the door for parents to see when they pick up 
their children.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “We’re going to use the tree we made to talk about 
today’s Bible story.” (Gather children around all of the “Good Things” cutouts.)

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Can everyone see the pictures? Our Bible story was 
about how God made a really big world with lots and LOTS of good things in it. 
Good things like . . . (hold up a “Good Things” cutout and wait for the children 
to say what it is). And good things like . . . (hold up another “Good Things” 
cutout and wait for the children to say what it is. Continue with several of the 
cutouts.) God gave us all of these good things, because God is good.  Who is 
good?  God is good.  And we want everyone to know that God is good.  One 
way we can show people that God is good  is by making a thankful tree. I want 
everyone to pick a good thing picture to put on our tree. When you put it on 
the tree, I want you to say, ‘Thank you for the [thing’s name], God. You are so 
good!’” 

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Look at our thankful tree! It looks so GOOD! Let’s 
hang it where everyone can see it. Then they can know that God is good.  Who 
is good?  God is good!” 
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

3. DOT TO DOT TREES
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Connect the Dot Trees” Activity Page, 
cardstock, and crayons

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Copy “Connect the Dot Trees” 

on cardstock, one per child. Set the pages and crayons on the tables. 

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Have the children connect the dots on the page to 
complete the tree. Once they have connected the dots, encourage them to 
draw pictures of things they are thankful for inside each of the leaves. Make 
sure that each child’s name is on the top of their page.

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Collect all of the Activity Pages and set aside for pick-
up.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Do you see the dots on your page? Let’s use our 
crayons to connect them.”

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “What do you see? (Pause.) A tree! Do you see the 
leaves? I want you to think of some things you are thankful for. Then, I want you 
to draw pictures of those things inside the leaves. Maybe you’re thankful for 
your baby brother! Draw a picture of your baby brother in one of the leaves. 
Maybe you’re thankful for ice cream! Draw an ice cream cone inside one of the 
leaves.”

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “These look great. And they’re all different, too. We 
have SO many things to be thankful for. God gave us all these good things 
because He is good. Who is good?  God is good!”
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M A D E  T O  M O V E   
an activity that uses a preschooler’s 

natural desire to move 
to help them learn

PRELUDE SOCIAL WORSHIP STORY GROUPS HOME

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

4. MONTHLY SONG
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Music player and the monthly song, 
“Special”

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Turn on the music.

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Play the music and encourage the children to dance 
to the music. Repeat several times. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Let’s dance!” 

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “When you hear the music, start dancing!” (Do 
activity.) 

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Great job! I love dancing to our songs! God is so 
good! Who is good?  God is good!”
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5. MY THANKFUL TREE
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Sticker Tree,” “Good Things Stickers,” 
and “Thankful Tree at Home Parent Note” Activity Pages, 
#OL1025WX labels or equivalent, cardstock, scissors, and 
crayons

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Copy “Sticker Tree” on cardstock, one per child. 
Copy “Good Things Stickers” on label paper, several stickers per child. Copy 
“Thankful Tree at Home Parent Note” on cardstock and cut apart, one per 
child. 

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Give each child a copy of “Sticker Tree.” If you 
chose the black and white version, allow the children to color their tree first. 
Next, talk about the “Good Things Stickers” and encourage the children to 
choose stickers to put on their tree. Each time they add a sticker, prompt them 
to say, “Thank you, God, for [ object’s name].”

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Give each child a “Thankful Tree at Home Parent 
Note” to take home.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY: 
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Who wants to make a thankful tree to take home? 
Come sit with me, and I’ll show you how!”

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “First, you need a tree. (Pass out the ‘Sticker Tree’ 
pages.) Now, you need some good things to put on your tree. Look at all the 
stickers of good things God made! We have (name some of the objects on the 
stickers). God made all of these good things because God is good!  Who is 
good?  God is good.  Pick some good things to go on your tree. All you have 
to do is peel and stick!”

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Everyone, hold up your thankful tree. Wow! They 
look great! You can take them home to remind you that God made good things 
because God is good!  Who is good?  God is good.

“We had so much fun making thankful trees today. Did you know you can make 
your own thankful tree at home? This note tells your parents how to start your 
own thankful tree. You can keep it up all month long! We have so much to be 
thankful for because God is good!  Who is good?  God is good.”
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6. JOURNAL AND PRAYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” in 
your Bible at Psalm 107:1, journal, and a fun-shaped pen

S M A L L  G R O U P  L E A D E R  ( S G L ) :  “It’s Small Group time! 
Today, we’ll pretend our arms are wings and flap them like 
this (demonstrate) to our small group spot. You can be a 

small bird that says, ‘Chirp! Chirp!’ Or a rooster that says, ‘Cock-a-doodle-doo!’ 
Or even an owl that says, ‘Hoo-hoo!’ Pick a bird to be and follow me! (Pretend 
to be a bird as you lead the children to your small group spot.)

“Here we are! Settle down little birds. It’s time to sit and talk about today’s 
Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! (Open the Bible and lay it in 
front of the children.)

“Our Bible story today was about all the good things God made. God filled the 
world with all kinds of good things, like birds, food, flowers, and rainbows! It’s 
like God put gifts for us to find all over the world! Everywhere we look, we can 
see that God is good.  Who is good?  God is good!

“And the new Bible verse we’ll learn will help us remember to thank God for 
all the good things because God is good!  The Bible verse says . . . (Turn the 
pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.)

“Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, Psalm 107:1. (Close Bible and lay it 
down.)

“Let’s stand up and say that together with the motions. Just say what I say and 
do what I do.”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S G L :  “Give thanks (clap on each word) to the LORD (point 
up) for he is good, (two thumbs up) Psalm 107:1.” (Open hands like a book.)

(Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)

S G L :  “Way to go! God is good , and we should thank Him! Who is good?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S G L :  “God is good!”

S G L :  “Let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.)

“Today, we’re going to make a list of good things God made. Think about how 
God made the world and everything in it—kangaroos, rain drops, strawberries, 
sunshine, snowflakes, people . . . there are A LOT of things to think about! Pick 
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

one of the things God made. When I say your name, tell me your one thing. I will write it in our prayer journal.”

(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so the children can recognize 
their names and the letters.)

S G L :  “Wow! This is a great list! God is good!  Let’s use it when we talk to God. Would anyone like to pray before I 
pray?”

(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)

PRAYER
S G L :  “Dear God, You are so good! You made a wonderful world for us to live in and filled it with so many good gifts 
for us to enjoy. We want to thank You for some of those good things. [Child’s name] wants to thank You for (read 
what they listed). [Child’s name] wants to thank You for (read what they listed). [Child’s name] wants to thank You for 
. . . (continue with each child). And I want to thank You for [one thing]. I pray we will thank You for Your goodness 
every day. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

(6. JOURNAL AND PRAYER, CONTINUED)
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S O C I A L :  P R O V I D I N G  T I M E  F O R 
F U N  I N T E R A C T I O N  ( 1 5  M I N U T E S )
Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom 
and begin engaging with peers and Small Group Leaders by 
providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing 
new concepts they will hear in the day’s Bible story.

Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as 
Your 3-, 4-, or 5-year-olds arrive. Let one or two teachers lead 
activities in different areas of the room while another teacher 
greets parents and kids at the door.

1. GOOD, GOOD GIFTS
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural 
desire to move to help them learn
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Six gift boxes with removable lids
• Six adhesive bows in different colors
• Six items to represent things God made
NOTE: Collect six different items that will fit inside your 
gift boxes to represent things God made. Ideas include 
small stuffed animals, a piece of fruit or a vegetable, a 
small plant, a large leaf, a rock, a pinecone etc.  
W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Place a gift bow on the lid of each box. Place one of 

the items you gathered inside each box.

2. THANKFUL TREES
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to 
follow guidelines while having fun and learning new concepts
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Large piece(s) of butcher paper
• Markers
• Wall tape
• Wet Wipes
• Leaf stamps
• Washable stamp pads in fall colors
• Crayons
 W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Cover the table(s) with butcher paper. Draw the 

branches of a tree on each piece of paper.

3. TREE MAKING
Made to Imagine: An activity that lets preschoolers pretend, 
imagine, and role play to enhance their learning
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Wood blocks, cardboard blocks, or large LEGO® 

DUPLO® bricks

G R O U P S :  C R E A T I N G  A  S A F E  P L A C E 
T O  C O N N E C T  ( 2 5  M I N U T E S )
Create a safe place to connect through activities that are 
written to reach every learning style while reinforcing the 
Bottom Line that was introduced during the Bible Story and 
applying it to real life experiences. In addition, these activities 
provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships 
with their Small Group Leader.
Offer as many of the following activities as your time, facilities, 
resources, and leadership allow. You may want to lead one 
activity at a time. Or, offer two activities at once and allow half 
the kids to participate in each. Then switch groups and repeat 
the activities.

1. MEMORY VERSE WITH 
MOTIONS
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O RY  V E R S E  R E V I E W  ]
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural 
desire to move to help them learn
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•  No supplies needed 

2. OUR THANKFUL TREE
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O RY  R E V I E W ]
Made to Create: An activity that allows preschoolers to review 
the Bible story, Bottom Line, or memory verse by creating a 
craft
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• “Good Things” Activity Page
• Paper
• Scissors
• Tape
• Marker
• Tree made during the “Thankful Trees” Activity 
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W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Copy “Good Things” on paper and cut apart, at least 

one cutout per child.  

3. DOT TO DOT TREES
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Think: An advanced activity specifically designed for 
older preschoolers
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• “Connect the Dots Trees” Activity Page 
• Cardstock
• Crayons
W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Copy “Connect the Dots Trees” on cardstock, one per 

child.

4. MONTHLY SONG
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural 
desire to move to help them learn
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Music player
• Monthly Song, “Special” 

 
5. MY THANKFUL TREE 
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas 
through the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• “Sticker Tree” Activity Page
• “Good Things Stickers” Activity Page
• “Thankful Tree at Home Parent Note” Activity Page
• #OL1025WX labels or equivalent
• Cardstock
• Scissors
• Crayons
W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Copy “Sticker Tree” on cardstock, one per child.
• Copy “Good Things Stickers” on label paper, several 

stickers per child.
• Copy “Thankful Tree at Home Parent Note” on 

cardstock and cut apart, one per child. 

6. JOURNAL AND PRAYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal 
application and prayer
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at 

Psalm 107:1
• Journal, one per small group
• Fun-shaped pen, one per small group
 
H O M E :  P R O M P T I N G  A C T I O N 
B E Y O N D  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s Parent 

Cue card.
• Copy “Going Home” and hang on the door where 

Small Group Leaders can reference and remind 
parents of the Bottom Line and Memory Verse as 
parents pick up their children.

• Tell parents about our additional family resource, the 
Parent Cue app. 

F I R S T  L O O K  P I N T E R E S T  P A G E 
Visit our Pinterest page to see craft samples and 
suggested supplies. https://bit.ly/FirstLookPinterest


